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{From the Minutes of the General Affembly —A. D. 1803. ] 
GENERAL STATE of RELIGION 


In the PRESBYTERIAN CHuRCH inthe Unitrep STATES, 


GREEABLY to’ the order of the day, the Affembly 
proceeded to a free converfation on the general ftate of 
religion within their bounds. In order that the general refult 
may y be-colleGted and laid-before the Affembly,. 
Refolved, That Mr. Miller, Mr. Alexander and Mr. Welfh, 
be a committee, to take notes of the information as it {hall be 
given to the Affzmbly; to collect the fame into a general and 


conneéted repor:, and lay it before the Affembly, as foon as 
may be conventent. 

The members of the Affembly being called upon in the or- 
der of the roll, communicated fuch information, on the gene- 
ral ftate of religion, as their local circumftances enabled them 
to give: and fome interefting detai!s were given by the dele- 
gates from the General Affociation of Connecticut, refpe&ing 
the ftate of religion in that tate. and the vicinity thereof. 

The committee appointed to colleé&t and prefent to the Afs 
fembly, the fubftance and general refult of the information 
obtained by the Affombly, refoeCting the general ftate of reli+ 
gion within their limits, reported, 


Bb 





1% 
id 
92? 
- es 
ee 
4 a : 
ws 4} 
ania 
Cay 
eer a 
x U » 
ce, q 
iG uy 
Bi “) 4 
- ee - 
sc 
Bry te 
bs aa 
pe ah 4 
hae 
eat, * 7 
ip, f 
iw er A 
: ; e 
ri ¢ 7 
Co ‘ Fes et 
7 ery ce eer 
aS Page 
is ah 
2. va | Awd 
we a4 Fate: 
a a 
4 > ae. Bh 
a, of 
A ss 
hk i TP, 
ae ot 
Ae 4, 
f thele 
£& ‘ae 
aw Sf ta $473 
ras Tie 
aie 3 : 
: f 4 wi 
aed , ide 
rey als 
Ut aa 
ao st i 
est bie 
eae pean 
et ees ae ee 
co aeee me eT 
t ¢ 
ay ne 
hi A 
; an 
‘ of 
oo ' 
ri are 
; ed 
ety 
AN pix 
¥ ta 
ape 
| ea my 
: # ey 
Pe 14g 
, ¢ ey * 
ee | + ‘ 
( a 
Wh. if 
{ of ib 
t ty ts 
eed aie: 
4 7s cy 
ro ; 7 4 J $8. 
LL Oy td 
.) i 
bee fe aR 
ee. mt ii oy 
: ae 
, * ; 
ae" £7" 
7 od 
leg / 
ty | 
¥, * 
by me 
fe 4 
hy 
ry 
i 
' 
te, ' 
rie 


310 General State of Religion 


The report being read and confidered, was adopted, and is 
as follows: 

The committee appointed to draw up a ftatement, as the 
refult of the free converfation on the ftate of religion, beg 
leave to prefent the following :— 

The Affembly heard, at more than ufual length, and with 
more than common fatisfa€tion, the accounts received from 
their members, of the ftate of religion within the bounds of 
the Prefbyterian church. Since an inquiry of this nature has 
become a part of the annual bufinefs of the Affembly, it may 
be confidently afferted that no refult was ever prefented to our 
body, fo favourable, and fo gratifying te the friends of truth 
and piety. 

There is fcarcely a Prefbytery under the care of the A flem- 
bly, from which fome pleafing intelligence has not been an- 
nounced ; and from fome of them communications have been 
made, which fo illuftrioufly difplay the triumphs of evangelic 
truth, and the power of fovereign grace, as cannot but fill 
with joy the hearts of all who love to hear of the profperity of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

In moft of the northern and eaftern Prefbyteries, revivals 
of religion, of a more or lefs general nature, have taken place. 
In thefe revivals, the work of divine grace has proceeded, 
with a few exceptions, in the ufual way. Sinners have been 
convinced and converted by the st:/]_/mall voice of the Holy 
Spirit, and have been brought out of darknefs into marvellous 
light, and from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God, without any remarkable bodily 
agitations, or extraordinary effections. In this calm and ordi- 
nary manner, many hundreds have been added to the church, 
in the courfe of the laft year; and multitudes of thofe who 
had before joined themfelves to the Lord, have experienced 
times of refrefhing and confolation from his prefence. 

In many of the fouthern and weftern Prefbyteries, revivals 
more extenfive and of a more extraordinary nature have taken 
place.—While many within the bounds of thofe Prefbyteries, 
have been, as is hoped, effe€tually called, without any exercifes 
other than thofe which have generally attended the progrefs of 
vital piety ; there have been multitudes of inftances, in which 
great bodily agitations, and other circumftances out of the ufual 
courfe ef religious exercife, have attended the work. As thefe 
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extraordinary appearances have been before announced by the 
Affembly, and as the knowledge of them is generally diffufed 
throughout the American churches, it is not judged neceflary 
to enter into minute details on the fubjeét. The Aflembly 
would only obferve, that although they forbear to exprefs any 
opinion, as to the origin and nature of fome of thofe circum- 
ftances which have attended the fouthern and weftern revivals, 
and which have attracted fo much of the attention of the reli- 
gious world; yet they are conftrained to acknowledge with 
thankfulnefs, that the laft year, while it prefented a continu - 
ance and great extention of this extraordinary work, furnifhed 
alfo increafing evidence, that it‘is indeed the work of God, 
for which the friends of piety are bound te praife his holy 
name. 

The Affembly cannot believe that a difpenfation, by means 
of which the ignorant are enlightened, the vicious reclaimed, 
the erroneous made to acknowledge and obey the truth as it 
is in Jefus, the haughty infidel humbled and brought to bow 
penitent and believing before the crofs of Chrift, and the ge- 
neral afpeét of fociety changed from diffolutenefs and profani- 
ty, to fobriety, order, and comparative purity, can be any other 
than a difpenfation of the grace of God. And as there ap- 
pears to be growing evidence that thefe are the happy fruits 
of the above mentioned remarkable work, the Affembly can- 
not hefitate to recognize in it the fame divine power, which 
has, in every age, appeared in a greater or fmaller degree, to 
build up Zion, to confound the wifdom of this world, and to 
fhew, that when the great Head of the church will work, none 
can hinder him. It would be eafy for the Affembly to felec& 
fome very remarkable inftances of the triumphs of divine grace, 
which were exhibited before them in the courfe of the very 
int«refting narratives prefented in the free converfation :— 
Inftances of the moft malignant oppofers of vital piety being 
convinced and reconciled ;—of fome learned, aétive, and con- 
{picuous infidels becoming the fignal monuments of that grace 
which once they defpifed ;—and various circumftances which 
difplay the holy efficacy of the gofpel. But forbearing to en- 
ter into minute details on this fubjeét, they would only in ge- 
neral declare, that in the courfe of the laft year, there is reafon 
to believe, that feveral thoufands, within the bounds of the 
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Prefbyterian church, have been brought tos embrace the gofpel 
of Chritt and large acceffions of zeal aud of ftrength, as well 
as of mem begs, given to his people. 

The Affembly were gratified to be informed that even in 
thofe parts of our church where no remarkable revivals have 


occurred, the word and ordinances of the yolpel have been, in 


many places, more generally and more ferioufly attended upon 
in the courfe of the laft ycar, than for fome time before; that 
infidelity is lefs bold and aétive than formerly ; and that, on 
the whole, appearances have become more encouraging fince 
the laft converfation of the Affembly on this fubjeét. 

The Affembly confider it as worthy of particular atten- 
tion, that moft of the accounts of revivals communicated 
to them, ftated, that the inftitution of praying focieties, or 
feafons of frecial prayer to God for the out-pouring of the 
Spirit, cenerally preceded the remarkable difplays of divine 
grace, with which our land has been recently favoured. In 
moft cafes, preparatory to fignal effufions of the Holy Spirit, 
the pious have been ftirred up to cry fervently and importu- 
mately, that God would appear to vindicate his own caufe.— 
The Affembly fee in this a confirmation of the word of God, 
and an ample encouragement of the prayers and hopes of the 
pious, for future and more extenfive manifeftations of divine 
power, And they truft that the churches under their care, 
while they fee caufe of abundant thanktulnefs for this difpen- 
fation, will alfo perceive, that it prefents new motives to zeal 
and fervour, in ap lication to that throne of grace, from which 
every good and perfec? gift cometh. 

The Afieinbly alfo obferved with great pleafure, that the 
defire for (preading the gofpel, among the deftitute inhabitants 
on our frontiers, among the blacks, and ameng the favage 
tries on our borders, has been rapidly increafing, during the 
laft year, in various parts of our church. The Affembly take 
notice of this circumftance with the more fatisfaCtion, as it 
not only affords a pleafing prefage of the fpread of the gofpel, 
but alfo furnifhes agreeable evidence of the genuinenefs, and 
the benign tendency of that Spirit which God has been pleaf- 
ed to pour out upon his people. 

The Affembly confider the profpeéts of our church in the 
frontier fettlements, as more favourable than they have been 
at the date of any former report. ‘They are gratified to hear, 
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from various quarters, that new churches are rapidly forming, 
increaling tn the number of their members, and in their punc- 
tual attendance on the means of grace: that many of thcte 
churches have been, within a fhort period, fupplied with ftared 
paftors 3 and that more mifiionary labours are called for in the 
above mentioned fetticinents, than any arrangemcuts bereto- 
fore made can pofiibly pey: 
information of a ver y pleafing nature was alfo communi- 
cated to the Afiembly, ! by the delegates from the General Af + 
fociation of Connecticut, of a work of divine gracc in various 
parts of that ftate—efpecially in Yale college ; in which im- 
portant inftitution, many of the youth have hop¢ fully become 
pious.— The probable influence of fuch an event, in fo re- 
fpectable a feminary of learning, on the church of Chrift ge- 
nerally, and peter enavty on the ftate of Connecticut, cannot 
but make a very pleafing impreffion on the friends of piety. 
On the whole, the Affem bly cannot but declare with joy, 
and with the moft cordi+l congratulations to the churches un- 
der their care, that the ftate and a of vital religion in 
our country, are more favourable and encouraging, than at 
any period within the laft forty vears. They fee tndeed much 
to lament, in the infidelity, the vice, the profanenel(s, the luke~ 
warmnefs and form: ity, which till in many places abound : 
but they believe it would be 1 gratitude to the gracious [lead 
of the church, as well as ee to the friends of religion, 
not to announce, that the afpeét of our American Zion is, in 
general, unutualiy ete: :—-and that thofe who fell intereft- 
ed in the advancement of che Redeemer’s kingdom, while they 
are called upon by new and addittonal motives to implore the 
continuance and extenfion of his merey, have abundant reafon 
to be encouraged, and to rejoice in ihe hope that God will 
make ftill more rich and glorious difplays ad his power and 
grace—“ Until he eftablifh Terufalem, and make her a name 
and a praife in the earth—un itil the righteoufnels thereof go 


forth as brightaefs, and the jalvation ‘thereof as a lamp that 
bt urneth.”” 
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REVIVAL of RELIGION in GOSHEN. 
Letter from the Rev. Afahel Hooker, of Gofben. 


GENTLEMEN, 
UNDRY perfons, whofe knowledze of the fubieé is cor- 


rect, have informed me, that previous to my fettlement in 
this place, there never was any remarkable and extenfive re- 
vival of religion among the people. “There were, however, 
fome fignal inftances of the power of divine grace. Since 
my fixe d refidence here, which is almoft nine years, things 
have remained in the moft unpromiling ftate, as to the in- 
terefts of religion, with little exception, till about the middle 
of February 1799. “That period, however, was rendered 
aryanciresie by the commencement of a work, the happy fruits 
of which are {till apparent, and which, I truft, will be lafting 
as eternity. From fmall beginnings, it made fach progrefs, in 
a few weeks, as to have arrefted the general attention ; while 
great numbers were under the moft ferious and imprefiive 
fen ife of their forlorn ftate, as finwcrs, The public worfhip 
on the Sabbath, and aij] omer meetings appointed for religious 
purpofes, were unufually attended, both as to numbers and 
ferioufnels. Many feemed anxious and in great earneft, to 
know what they muft do to be faved. It was not long before 
fundry perfons manifeited an hope of having pafled from death 
unto life. In the compafs of a few months, their number be- 
came confiderable, 2 and continued {till increafing. In the 
month of September following, twenty-five perfons were ad- 
mitted as members of the church ; in November forty-eight; 
and in January of the prefent year, four ; making i in the whoie 
feventy-feven. A confiderable number remain ftill, who ex- 
hibit the ufual evidence of a new heart, who have not made 
public profeffion of their faith, The vifible change which 
has bees wrought in many, is truly great and wonderful, Thole 
who gave previous evidence of friendfhip to the Redeemer and 
his caufe, feemed to fay, with one voice and ineffable JY, 
“ This 1s the Lord’s doing, it 1s marvellous in our eyes.’ 

After this brief ftatement, the following remarks will ex- 

hibit the diftinguifhing features of this work, and enable the 
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candid and impartial to judge for themfelves, whether it be 
indeed the Lord’s doing, and worthy of its reputed author. 

1. It is worthy of notice, that numbers were deeply impreff- 
ed, before they were apprized that any others were in like 
circumftances. Impreffions did not feem to be generally, im- 
parted from one to another. Frequently, without the inter- 
vention of any means which could be diftinéily recolledled, 
the truth and reality of eternal things were brought home, and 
faftened on their minds with a fort of irrefiftible and impref- 
five weight, pointing them to the vaft importance of fleeing 
quickly from the wrath to come. This evicently was not the 
work of enthufiafm, nor but flightly, if at all tinciured with it. 
Hence the fubjeéts of it pretended neither te /ce, nor hear, nor 
feel any of thofe things which denote a cifordered ftate of the 
underftanding. None were carried away by impulfes, or the 
flights of an ardent imagination. None were diforderly, or. 
indecent in their behaviour, either in public or private. Their 
paffions were not generally wrought upon to any confiderable 
degree. Hence, inftead of being noify, or much inclined to 
eommunicate their feelings to others, they were commonly fi- 
lent and referved, except where they had opportunity ef con- 
verfing with thofe whom they thought able to inftruct them. 

2. The firft impreffions on the minds of thofe who were 
fubjeéts of the work, did not in common confift chiefly of 
fears, excited by the dreadful forebodings of fucure punifh- 
ment. It was apparent, that their moft deep and painful im- 
preflions arofe efpecially from conviétions of fin, by which 
they were fet at variance with themfelves, and their paft 
conduét, as finners; and by which it was awfuily realized to 
them, that “ There was no peace to the wicked.”’ Accordingly, 
it was a remarkable characteriftic of this work, in the early 
ftages of it, and before the fubjeéts were apparently renewed, 
that they were convineed of thofe truths to which al! natural 
hearts are oppofed.—They were generally made acquainted 
with the controverfy between God and them, fo as to feel, and 
that frequently in a veryclear and affecting manner, their op- 
pofition to God, to his juftice, to his fovereignty, as exercifed 
in difpenfing mercy to finners, and thence to the whole plan 
of falvation by Jefus Chrift. In many inftances, when their 
attention was firft arrefted, they fat out in apparent hope of 
workiag out their own falvation with eafe and difpatch. But 
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the attempt ferved to fhew them, that they were ftill working 
out their deftruétion, It is hence worthy of particular men- 
tion, that thofe who became cventually reconciled to the truth, 
and found a comfortable hope of their good eftate, were led 
to fuch an acquaintance with the plague of their own hearts, as 
ferved to fubvert all hope ariiing from themfelves and their 
own doings. They were thence fhewn, that if faved, it mut 
be, not by wating of richteoufnefs which they had done or 


could do, but by the wafhing of rege’ reration and the renewing 
of the Holy ly Ghost, according to the divine purpofe and grace, in 
Ch ist 


it, ‘Where the foregoing convi¢tions were brought to an 
hanpy iitue, relief and comfort were found, in fome fort, very 
difrerently from what was expected. The comfort and joy 
of the fubjects feemed not to aes primarily, from an appre- 
henfien, that they were brought into a fafe and happy ftate ; 
but from new and delighttul views of God, of the Redeemer, 
and the great truths which pertain to his kingdom. It is 
hence remarkable, that frequently the fubjects of the work 
feemed to be brough t out of darknefs into marvellous light, 
and to experience the fublime joys of religion, before they 
conceived any diftinét hope of having become new creatures. 
Ic was hence rendered hopeful, that this jzy was not /e/f/h and 
delufive, as it could not have rifen primarily, or chiefly, from 
an apprehenfion of their own good cilate. They therefore 
feemed freq: uently to lofe fight of themfelves, and their own 
particular intereft, while contemplating the glory of God, as 
exhibited in the face of Jefus Chrift.—Thofe, however, who 
were alike as tothe nature of what they experienced, were 
different in this view, that all had not the fame meafure of light 
and comfort. It was very common for a new heart to difco- 
ver itfelf, and to produce the joys of holinefs, in view of dif- 
ferent objects, efpecially at firft. In fome it feemed to be 
firft apparent, by a {pirit of complacency in the perfection of 
God’s law ; in others, by a fenfe of his juftice in the spa 
ment of fin; in others, by their approbation of the holy gnd 
wife fovereignty of God ; and in others, by a complacency in 
the glorious character and all-fufficiency of the Redeemer.— 
These were fome, whofe right views and exercifes feemed to 
confift in a fert of general “fenfe of the glorious excellency of 
the divine perfections, with an anfwerable fenfe of their own 
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guilt, bafenels and deformity, as finners. ‘There frequently 
appeared to be a reconciliation, and thence a profound fubinif- 
fin of the beart to God jin the view of his glorious pertedtion 
and majelty, before there was any diftinct appreviel fion of the 
Redeemer, and hence before there was any clear and explici? 
exerciie of faith in ‘ag This feemed the more evidential, 
ied old things were paffed away, and all things Lecome new, 
rom ts being common for perfons when convinced of the 
ruth, to feel the moft lively and fentible oppofition to God; 
and the diMinguifhine do@rines of his word. It may be fea- 
f able to notice here, that frequently the doctrine of Gou’s 
fovercignty, in electing and actually diftinguifhing the veflels 
of mercy, and which was the moft paintul to perigee under 
their antecedent convictions, was yet exceeding gly confoling and 
delightful, on becoming reconciled to the holine{s and jultice 
of God, In fome inftances, thefe who had been ufed to dif- 
card the doctrine of ele@iors; and of anfwerable diftinguifhing 
mercy, were brought, while yet oppofed to them, to vackow- 
ledge that they cou!d fee pee ther ground of hope in their ca 
It is worthy of partic ular notice, as a dittinguifhing featlite 
of the late w ork in this place, that thofe who have been the nope- 
ful fubje€ts of it, in its faving effets, notwithftanding their 
foregoing igs mth and eppofition, have come unxife army a Gud 
with one confent, into the ichecie of doctrines underitcod by 
the general” term, Calvinifm. ‘Thefe are the "dgctrines which 
feem to have been {pe cially owned and bleft, by the Holy Spi- 
rit, and thence ada the wifdom and power of God to the fal- 
vation of finaers. Many were brought to embrace inate dyc- 


trines with readinefs and evident complacency, which they. 
liad once contemplated with abberrence, and wha are too ofs 


ten revarded as intricate and unprofitable. Indeed, they now 
appeared to furmount their former difficulties with great eafe, 
and to embrace thofe truths aaderstandingly, an@, with great 
delight, which had once feemed to them bateful and mysterig US. 
in this view, the words ef Solomon were fingularly pe rtinent 5 
“They are all plain to him who understandeth, and right to them 
wha fird knowledge.” 

¢. ihe fubjects of this work were in fome refpects exceed- 
ingly various, as to their previous charaCters and circum- 
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diverjity of temporal circumftances. In difpenfing his merey; 
the Moft Hivh did not regard the rich more than the poor, 
nor the poor more than the rich. ‘The rich and pocr met 
together, and fhared indiicriminately in the unfearchable riches 
of divine grace. Sundry children exhibited maiks of unufual 
ferioufnels, for a time, and hopes were conceived, that fome of 
them were made new creatures, ‘The far greater part, how- 
ever, who were fubjects of the work, were young and micdie 
aged perfons, from fiiteen to forty years of age ; though there 
were ES hopeful intiaices at fits y years, Or more. “A lat rpe 
proportion of the whclenumber were thefe who had been ¢du- 
cated in habits of oeoneral refpe & for religion, for the Sabbath, 
and public wor: fhip. Of thefe, fome were evicently E01ng 
about to eftablith is own righteoulacls, not regarding the 
necefiity of a new heart, and of being clothed with the rig h- 
teoufaefs which is of God by faith. ‘Ina few inftances, thofe 
who had made public protefiion of religion, and thought them- 
feives heirs of heaven, were convinced that they were ftill in 
the gall of bitternefs, and inthe event, hopefully eftablifhed in 
holinefs. Others had been for feveral years, if not always, 
in the habit of paying little refpcét to religion in any form. 
A confiderable number were more or lefs immoral and irreli- 
gious in their vifible conduct. Several, who were fc ffers at 
the fertous and univerfal ftriGtnefs of true religion, and who 

made light of the attention, on its firft a appearance, were after- 
wards among the ho speful fubj ts of genvine conv: Cion, and 
of faving mercy. Af w, who had “ende ravoured to fortify 
themfelves azainft the fears of wrath to come, ina belief of 
univerfal ciel were convineed that they had made lies 
their refuge, Several, on whom the work was productive of 
the mofi ev ident, and apparenily, moft felutary and abiding 

efFeéts, had been fceptical and much inclined to infdelity. 

If we take for granted, that the work which has been fo far 
defcribed, is a work of the Holy Spirit, one remark, which 
naturally occurs, is the evident defign of Providence to con- 
found all attempts which fhouid be made by philofophy ard 
oe reafon, at accounting for the effects wrought, withcut 

fcribing them to God, as the marvellous work of his Spirit 

a grace. ‘The effects were not only fuch,in themfelves, as 
made it impoffible to account for them by any of the known 
principles of human nature, or the influence of natural caufes; 
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put fuch a diverfity in the antecedent charaéiers, bab:ts and 
circumstances of the fubjects, renders this {till tarther impotii- 
bl. ieis wholly unaccountabie, that any caufe, unlefs abio- 
Jutely divine, and therefore poffcffed of infinite power and 
wifdom, as well as goodnefs, fhculd unite fuch bafe and jar- 
ring materials in the fweeteft harmony of fentiment, offecuon, 
intereft, defign and purfuic. Few things have been more ro- 
ticeable among the happy effeéts of this work, than its trflu- 
ence for uniting many hearts in the bords of mutual’ love 
One can hardly fail of adopting, in this view, the exclemation 
of the Pfalmift, “ Bebold how good and pleafant it is for breih- 
ren to dwell peda 4 in unity’? “Vhat mutual love, fo much 
inculcated by Su J hn, and by which Chrift-tells us, all mem 
hall know his difcipl-s, is moft evidently charadierifiees of thefe 
among us, who profefs to have obtained mercy of the Lord. 
It is not common for thofe who manifeft an hope of 
Simi lees to be very confid nt of their title to falvation — 
There are few, if any, but teem at times in much doubt whes 
ther their names are written in heaven. One rezfsn of this ts 
plains; it 16 not ufual for thofe who are hopeful fubjcéts of 
mercy, to feem wife im their own concerts, or to have high 
thor ight of their own experiences and attainmentsin re- 
lizion 3 hes “ 177 lowline/s of of mind, to esteem others better than 
themfelves.’? A reafon aR h is naturally afigned for his, 
and which fairly accounts for the fact, ‘Sy its beinyanuniform 
characteriftic of the work, that it has, { fooner or later, led the 
fudjects of it toa deep and abiding fenfe of their own unwor- 
thinefs, and thence their fitnefs *¢ be clothed with humility. It 
is not uncommon, for fuch as are vilibly purified from their 
iniquities,-to think themfelves more vile than others, and that 
they have far lefs evidence of being fanctified, than is ufual 
with true faints. On this ground, numbers feem ready at 
times to give up their hope, and conclude that they have been 
dc “CeiVEd, and ought to defpair of any prefent title to the pro- 
mifes of the gofpel. 

6. The fubjects of this work are apparently difpofed tb per- 
fevere ; to run with patierice the race fet before them, and to 
evidence their union to Chrift, by keeping his command- 
ments, 

_ Itis important, however, for illuftrating this obfervation 
tg as to avoid eccafion of miftake, to remark the fellowing 
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things :-~fn the firfl place, the attention which was excited 
tor a time, an id in fome degree, was far more extenfive than 
the latting effets. Multitudes were unufually attentive, and 
probably moft of them under fome hohe thoughtfulnefs 5 but 
all this was temporary in refpect to many. It muft be under- 
ftood, that thefe never gave viieaae of being imprefled with 
any great degree of conviction of their being finners. There 
were, however, a few inttances of rerfons who were, in a 
orks very deeply impreiied for a time, from whofe minds 

imprefiions feems in a great meafure effaced. In feveral 
intta aNCSS, perfons feemed to have felt confiderable alarm thro’ 
apprehenfions of aangety rather than to have been convinced 


fin, who now appear much as before. We find in this 


view of the fubj. oh an evident.example of what Chrift in- 
tended by the feed, which fell into ftony places, and forth- 
with fprang up, but having no depth of earth, when the fua 
was up it withered away. ‘Thefe, faith the divine teacher, are 
pie who hear the word, and anon with joy receive it; bx 

iving no root in themfelves, endure for a while, but in “time 
or teaity ation fall away. 


Tris manifeft, howcver, fo far as preient evicence can gon 
ceciding it, that there are with us a goodly number reprefent- 
3 } 
hi 


‘59 


of 


ed by the fecd wl hich fell into good ground, and brought forth 
fruit, Thefe give datly reafon to hope that they will cont'- 
é their | ligat ae ‘ae before men, and to walk wor thy of 

\ h vocation. They difcover little if any 2 abatement of 
their zeal for attending on the public inftitutions of religion, 
and other QO portunit ¢ 2-5 and means of inftru@tion, T his, the 
evidence of thetr being renewed after the image of Chrif, : 
exhibited, in part, by their engagednefs to growin kowsleder 
and holiness, and thence become meet for the inheritance o° 
the faints in light. They appear indeed to have been ordained 
of God, that they fhould go and bring forth fruit, and that 
their fruit fhould remain, unto the praife of the glory of he 
grace. 

In giving the foregoing account, [ may, in fome meafure, 
have miftaken my own feelings for fads, fo as thence to have 
reprefented the work rather as what | with to have it, than as 
what it would appear to an impartial obferver. Of this, how- 
ever, I have no confcioufnefs ; and am vata fure of nothing, 
than to hare aimed at giving an impartial view of facts, fo jai 
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as would conhit with a general and brief flatement. I mighe 
have added a lengthy detail of particular cafes, which would 
doubtlefs oe afforded entertainment to the Scale of expe- 
rimental piety; but there appeared to me fome diftic ulty in 
giving fuch a ttatement of this fort as would compais the moft 
defirable o! njects of the attempt, without furniffing the proba- 
ble occafion of fome evil. Others may find a ailierent methed 
the moit eligible. 

Hew the Ravaae 3 above fated will anpecr, when cxamincd 
by thelight and evidence of future days, aa whether the hopes 
of hrifffans will be fully realized, in the precious and abiding: 
fruiis of the wonderful tings they hawt feen and heard, wb 


be left to future decifio Whether ai) thaofe > who aopc: 
to have fet out, aes to run well for the prefent, will 


noid on thetr way and obt an the prize ef thciy high calling, 
mult be finally known by the event, “if fome, of whom the 
beft hopes have been co Hema fhould make fhipwreck of 
the faith, return again to folly, and thus evince ihat they were 

never Sheewiei from their ‘Sidhinele it will determine no cha- 
raclers but their own. Some may have deceived both them- 
felves and others, and their aft f ate be worfe than their fir ft. 
So long, bcieaine, as numbers continue to exlubit in their 
lives the excellent fruits of the Spirit, the evidence will re- 


, 


main, that this 1s the Lord’s doing, ard ought, as fuch, to be 
marvellous in our eyes. It is cercain, that great things have 
been done for us, whereof we are plaid. Such as were in 
Chri be fore, have really enjayed atime cf refrefhing from 
the prefence of the Lord. They feem to have greatly renew- 
ed their fpiritual trength, end to have fet forward with enli- 
vened iteps in the race fet before them. ‘They are fill glad 
with exceeding jov, when itis laid unto them, “Me will ge 


into the houfe of the Lerd.’? Sabbairst am other feafons of 
uniting in the worfhip of ippicien ae f ul of delight. When the 
friends of the Re bbs aah 25 attcnd the memorial of his death, 


b | 


they find themfel Nd in the an, gueting bone, 4 ane al at bts bax- 

ner cver them is lovew’” It is pecuhiarly “animal ing and of- 
preffive, to fee fuck numb ers added to the vifible family of 
the Peneeeer and among them fo many promibing and dea 

young people, hopefully v redeemed fiom fin ang ceatn by bis 
b! ood, and approaching his table to commemorate the wonders 
of his love, and teal their engagements to be his. The idea is 
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cherifhed with animated hope, that they will be to his praife in 
the ea th, and the happy inftruments of extending his king. 
dom among men. Of him, and through him, and to him are 
ali things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. 


ASAHEL HOOKER. 
Gcfhen, November 19, 1800. 








REVIVAL of RELIGION 


IN PLYMOUTH. 


To the Editors of the Conneéticut Evangelical Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 
HEN the Lord fhall build up Zion, he fhall appezt 
in his glory: and perhaps in none of God’s work: 
are teveral of his perfections more glorioufly difplayed, than 
in revivals of religion; particularly, his wildom, power, fove- 
reignty and goodnefs: his wifdom in choofing the time when, 
and the means by which to effect his purpofe; his power in 
awakening the moft fecure and ftupid, and {ubduing to hin. 
felf the moft perverie and cbftinate finner; his goodn nefs in 
plucking finners as brands frem the burning, and faving thei: 
fouls from eternal death; and his fovereignty in taking fome 
and leaving others to perith i in their fins. No reafon can be 
afizned, for that difcrimination which is made between on: 
v te and another, when the Spirit is poured out more copi- 
— the one than upon the other, or why one finner is 
a “fal ject of regenerating grace, and not another, but oniy 
this, * even fo, Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy fig ht.”— 
Betore the late revival of religion in this town, the people in 
general were in a very languid ftate, as to any vifible appear- 
ance of the power of govlinefs among them 3 nor can I find 
upon inquiry, tat there ever hath been, until this time, a ge- 
nera} {pirit of ferioufnefs and attention to religion among 
them, from their firft incorporation, which is more than fixty 
years ago. since [ have had the paftoral charge of this peo- 
ple, which is more than thirteen years, there have been, fo fat 
as | know, but very few inftances of pore under apparent 
conviction of fin and deep cencern about their future ftate.— 








2 in 
ng. 


are 


RK, 





Revival of Religion in Plymout?. 323 


The people in general appea ared to be at reft, m 3 formal 


attendance on the external duties cf retigi on, and abftaining 
from the grofler pollutions of the w6rld. About four en five 


in afyear, upon an avarage, hed come rw arta vy ah open 
proteflion of chriftian:ty, joined the church. Jn the two 
years next preceeding the awakening, there were but three 
that sere entered rato covenant with God. Thus were the 
wife and the foolifh apparently lumbering and flecping to- 
ir when it pleated God to revive bis work among us 
and give vilible mamifeltatuions of his favoraole prefence 
with vs. 

Towards the end of the year 1798 there was an appearance 
of more attention to rejigion than had been common among 
US; although it was not eeneraily nociced at that time; our 
aflemblies upon the fabbach were more full, and the attention 
of the congregation to the word sis ached, and ie parts of 
focial worfhip, more fixed than had been ufual, Nothing 
farther very efpecially appeared, until the month of iedruary 
1799, when the Spirit came hike a mighty rufhing wind, 
aid feemed to breath on many at one a: : the fame time.—- 
Vhe fictt viiible indication of this, was on a lecture day, 
previous to the adminiftration of the Suc amental Supper. 
Theft lectures had heretofore ufually Oe attended but by 
few, befides profit ors, and too n vaily of thefe were negligent 
in their attendance. But at chis time, there were probably 
three if not four times the number which had ordina- 
rily a on fuch occafions, efpecta lly of yee 1y peo- 
ple: and the countenances of many indicated fadnefs of 
heart. indeed the whole congregation appeare +. See : 
buc fome in different parts of the houfe, b by their tears which 
they could not conceal, mn: ees that their minds were ten- 
derly tmprefled ; at the clofe of this meeting in the day-time, an 
evening lecture was appointed, which it is bl iev ved, was the 
firft evening religious mecting which had ever been publicly 
notified or attended in the town; at this mecting in the even. 
ing, a much greater number attend+d than did 3 in the day- 
time. A brothet in the miniftry being prefent preached from 
thefe words, He fattereth hime elf in his own eyes, until bis 
iniquity be found to he bate The aflembly was folemn, 
the hearers attentive, and the word prea ached feemed to si 
accompanied wit a divine power: A religicus meeting wa 
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now appointed on the Wednefday evening of the ncxt weck; 
and although the feafon and traveiling were both uncomfort- 
able, many came from almoft every quarter; and it feemed 
‘as if God was orefent of a truth, {peaking to finners in a 
{till fmall voice, and faying, What have you been doing? 
And where are you going ? Confider what you do, and what 
‘your end is like to be. After prayer and fingin:, the people 
“afferitled were addreMed from thefe words, Efcape for thy 
life; look not behind thee; netther stay thou in all the plain ; 
efcape to the mountain lest thou be confumed A foiemn fileace 
reigned among the hearers, who appeared to hear as for their 
lives ; and many were to be feen in various parts of the 
houfe, weeping and trembling under a f ent of thei guilt 
‘and danger; and faying to themfelv a what fhall Ido to be 
faved ! For at this time, but few {poke out ve feelings and 
‘exercifes of their hearts; but at the clofe of the meetings 
filently returned tc their r efpe tive homes, in penfive fadncfs. 
From that time to the prefent, thére have been almoft every 
week, from two to five, and fometimes {ix religious meet- 
‘ings, be fides the two upon the Sabbath; and as [ have inva- 
riably attended them myfelf, can witaefs to the order and 
‘decency, the filence and folemnity, with which, and the 
numbers bv which thefe meetings have been attended. The 
filence obfervable among thofe who were going to or return- 
ing from thefe meetings, was v ery imprefive, and frequently ° 
noticed with furprize and pleature. Little or no tumult or 
moile, and the appearance of moit, much as if they had been 
going to, or coming from “3 funeral of fome relative or 
friend, And while in the ho ife, nothing was faid but by the 
miniflérs “for fo hittlé difpofed were pesple to take an attive 
part in any reli¥icus’exercife, except -finging, that it was 
difficult ta get one publickly to propofe or afk a queftion. 
Mani 4 re {wift*to heap, but al! flow to fpeak. 

Daring this time of awakening, the peop le in general, 
were much more difpofed to ede the word preached, and 
ether relizious inftruétions, than heretofore ; and attended 
to reccive ‘inftradkion, in a manner, tO outward appe drance, 
very difterént fforn w'vat is common in molt worfhiping af- 
fembiies. Qur affemblies upon the Sabbath were full, and 
Or many Sabbaths fuccefively, it is believed not one of adult 
years, was-{eén to turn his. face from the preacher, or to rife 
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from his feat, from the time the fermon begun until it was 
fin {hed, nor yet to fle ep or dofe; norgould an attentive ob- 
rver difcover a {mile-upon any Geoahes iv checountenance 


of any one, arrived at the vears of underftanding, curing 
the time of religious worthip, or after they Came into she 
place of worfhi 9 wntil the y “left its. When peopl: caine up 
to tne houfe of the Lord to worfhip, ic fecmed as if each 
one faid to himfelf, furely the Lord ts bere. tow dreadful 
is this place! And frequently when th: relicious exerciles 


have been clofed and the affembly difmifted, nany by -heir 


, 


countenances Gnd other figns, maniictted a kind of unwiliing- 
nefs to leave the place, as if they faid, It is gacd to be here. 


Upon feveral communication days, the whoic, or neaily the 
whole of the congregation, attend-d as {pectstors the admin- 
jitration ef the Sacramental Supper ;¢and a large preportion 
of them, as weil as of the communicants, were im tears 
during the folemn fcene. 

In this time of God’s pouring cut his fpirit, and reviving 
his work among us, fixty-one have — added to the church, ls 
and baptifm sdeninitte ered to about one hundred. Among the Salil 
baptized, are Axteen houfeholds or families. At one timea % 
numDder of houfeholds, containing about twenty fouls, were 
baptized, 
Thofe who have in this time of awakening joined the 
nurco, are moft, if not all of them, between fourtecn and 
ars of age. The greatejt number have been haithe 
married people; cf the unmarried twenty-one 


“ ee ee 
s of dot i11e$ WAI 


How folemn ise afecting to behold hea 
had all oe lifetime reftrained oraver and lived without God 
in the world praying with thet: ‘tedoalived mornin’ and even- 
ie, iy by day continually, and in a public manner dev 
ing themfelves and their houfehclds tothe Lord: and how 
impredive a and anima ie ta the friends cf Zion, to fee thofe 


m1 the blaom and gaicties cf youths become fober minded ; 


, 


oO 


.+ 
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and voluntarily ciinottinl r their naines among the foliowers of 
the Lamb: Efpecialiv, witat inexorefiib!e jay muft it afford 
pious parents, who are traveiliny in nepes inat Chrift may 
be formed in their children, to fee them in a ferious manner, 
take upon themfelves the bonds of en tHima!l covenant, and 
confefs a crucihed Saviour, before a fooling world? Sundry 
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parents have feen feveral of their children, unitedly devoting 
themfelves to God. In one inftance, feur fitters came for. 
ward together, and renouncing the vanities of youth, pro- 
feffed godlinefs. Such views aii lead every contemplative 
and pious mind, to meditate with raptures of joy, upon fuch 
divine promifes and predictions, as that in the 44th chap. of 
Ifaiah, at the beginning, “ Thas faith the Lerd—TI will pour 
my Ipirit upon thy feed and my blesfing upon thy offspring, and 
they fhall [pring up as among the grals, as wiilows by the water 
courfes. One foall fay Lam the Lords : and another foali cal 
himfelf by the name of Facob; ands nother frail fubferibe with 
dis tand unto the Lard, and furname himfelf by the name of 
Lfael.” 
~ All tho’, who have in this time of awakening, made an 
pen profefion of chriftianity, have appeared as yet to adorn 
their profefiion by a converfation, in a meafure b. coming the 
gofpel of Chrift, one only excepted; and fhould there be 
reafons for other exceptions a few years hence, it-ought not 
to be thought itrange, as :f fome new and ftrange thing had 
happened in the world. That which had been, is that which 
thiil be; but tares have always been in the fields of wheat, 
fod in a great houfe, there are not only veflels of gold and 
of filver, but alfv of wood and earth, fome to difhonour as well 
as fome to honor. Among the Pwelve, whom Cbrift himflf 
chofe to be with him, and whom he itiled his Apoftles, there 
was a Judas; and at acertain time many of Chritt’s D.fciples 
f rfookghim and walked no more with him. Apoftacies among 
profeflors of chriftianity, and the falling away of fuch as 
appear to receive the word with joy, and “endure for a whil le, 
are to be expected. do fee fuch apoftacies and tailing away 
of thofe who appear fur atime to run well will grieve the 
ce! neration of real Chr ft.ans, and and will be matter of j If y 
aad triumph to fcoffing Inf, sale. And among the many wh 
have profeficd chriftianity during the tine of ‘the late Ke, i 
ing fhower of divine influ-nce, it is to be expeded fome 
o their wallowing in the mire; but we are per- 
fucded bettcr things of many, and things which accempany 
flyvacen; and doubt not but God hath granted repentance 
unto life to a goodly —— whofe light will fhine be- 
fore men, while hfe continues; and whom God will 
k by his mi ties power tarouza faith unto falvation.— 
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But fhould God take only one from a neighbourhood, and 
two from a town, and bring them to Zion, glory will rc~ 
dound to him through the thankfgivings of many ; for theve 
is joy in Heaven over one finner that repenteth. The 
is knoweth them that.are his. And let every one that 

eaeth the name of Chrift depart from iniquity; and let 
him that thinketh he ftandeth, take heed leait he fall. When 
the attention firft began in this town, it was feared there 
would be great oppofition; but fuch hath been the manner 
in which the work hath been carried on, that oppofers have 
been very much confounded and filenced. On obferving 
which, fome of the friends of the work, have been reminds d 
of what Daniel in the lions den, faid to Darius, Aty God 
bath fent bis angel and bath fout the lions moutas, that they 
have not hurt me. 

The maaner in which the goings of God have been among 
us (to allude to the Lord’s appearing to the prohet Elijah at 
Horcb) hath not been in a great and ftreng wind, nor in an 
earthquake, nor in a fire; but ina ftill fall voice, faying 
to one and to another, what doft thou hear? There hath not 
been difcovered any appearance of a fpirit of enthufialm or 
delufion, or of fpiritual pride and oftentation; nor of cen- 
forioufnefs and rath judging of others; but on the contrary, 
a {pirit of humility and meeknefs, of fear and a found we 
arifing from a rational conviction of fin, and principle o 
gofpel benevolence; each one appeariny to efteem aa 
better than himfelf, and to work out his own falvation with 

ear and trembling ; andat the fame time to exprefs an ardent 
defire that others tnight tafte and and fee the goodnefs of the 
Lord, 

Gentlemen, if the preceeding narrative meets -your ap- 
probation, you may exzect fom methinz further frem yours 
mow affectionately, 


SIMON WATERMAN. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION 


IN THRE WESTERN COUNTRY. 
(Continued from page 298.) 


; ; “s 
Come and let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord cur God. 
Jerm. in. 10, 


O* the next Wednefday after the adminiftration of the 

Lord’s Supper at the Three Springs, the Synod met at 
Pittibureh. On hearing there, the sinipi: iews that the 
Lord had begun remarkably to work, fome of the minifters 
were induced to return with Mr. M‘Curdy by the Crofs 
Reads, and fpent the Sabbath there. “I'wo fermons we 
preached at the tent in the day time, toa large tieaty. 
great numbers being collected from neighbouring congrega- 
trons; there appeared confiderable folemnity, but no extra- 
ordinary exercifes; in the evening numbers ‘as the pious ap- 
peared to be ntortified with the reflection, that they had come 
there with raifed expectations not properly founded. At 
cancie lighting the people collected into the meeting-houfe, 
\yhen another fermon was preached, and worlhip was conti- 
vucd throughout the night in prayers, praifes and exhorta- 
tions. It was a folemn night; many were affeéted—numbers 
funk down—the cries and groans of the diftreffed were almoft 
inceflant—-numbers were not able to iit up or tp cak moft of 
the mn: ght; fome who were able to fpeak, exprefled their ap- 
prehentions of great danger, from a fenfe of their great guilt 
and arg eravated fins. 

‘i’wo or three minifters attended at the Three Springs, it 
was a folemn day, moft of the night was fpent ta focial wor- 
wan The next day being the day of meeting for concert 

» theyy met there again, 2 and continued moft of the 
There were a number cf new awakenings on this 
oceafion ; feve we ren ud rear (moitly young people) ‘had come 
ever from the other fide of the Ohio river, ef whom tea fell 
before they went t away. From this time f. cleties were fre- 


7 


quent in thefe congregations, and generally continued an 
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mone, 
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On the Tuefday aforefaid, the 5th of Ofobery.1802, the 
day of concert prayer, the Lord appeared by the powerful 
operation of the Spirit, in thé Gongregation of Crofs Creck, 
the charge of the Rev. Thomas Marquis. The people were 
fulema and attentive thro’ the day; aod in the evening wher 
difmifled, they appeared backward to go away. After part 
were gone, and many ftanding about the doors; one of the 
elders who was in the houfe went to the door, and fpoke a 
few words refpecting their fituation and in a few minutes 
the young people were all in tears; they then joined in fing- 
ing a hymn and in pra yer: by this time fome of thofe wh 
had rone away returned, they went all again into the houie, 
candles were brought, and the night was Arey in prayer, 
converfation and praife until two cfclock in the morning, 
During this time many were much affected; it appeared 
that the ipa of God, like a mighty wind, filed the houte, 
Numbers funk down and cried out in the. anguiih of their 
fouls, Bitcerky lamenting their mifimprovement of timeand 
abufe of mercies ; hey in a very moving manner expreffed 
their fenfeof fin and guilt, the harénefs of their hearts, andthe 
juftice of God in paffing them by negledted in this their 
deep diftrefs; they freely ocknowledged their bitter’ malice 
and violent eppolition which they ha id felt, and indulged in 
their hearts againft Ged’s work and people. Some confeffed 
that they had come in the moit contemptuous manner to the 
houfe of God that day, with a profefied intention to get the 
people of God to pray for them; but were then aftonifhed 
that God had not made them monuments of his divine ven- 
geance, upon account of their -reje€ting the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and other Heaven-daring wickeénefs. So many were 
is diltrefS, and:their cries fo exceffive, that a {fpeaker’s voice 
could {cracely be heard, although the dittrcfisd to the utmofk 
of their power endeavo red to refrain anid be q Quiet. 

The next day there was a meeting ondhe outkne of the 
congregation, adjoining Mr. M‘Curdy’s congtegation ; the 
people were filune ta the time of divine fervice, with a few 
exceptions; but when the congregation was dimiffed, the 
effects of God’s " power more vil: bly appeared. Many then 
eried out in gicat azony of foul, many more expreffed their 
concern by a delire of focial wérthip that night, in which 
1d, 
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they were gratined; the houfe though of a midd's Sze wes 
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not fuficient to contain the people, en which account many 
went away after a dhort fermon, The exercifes of prayer 

and praife, wich frequent exhortations, continued the whole 
night, except two wag intervals (pent in converfation with 
the diftretisd. This was a very folemn feafon; the people 
were almott undinantiity bowed, fome’ deeply aficéted ind 
fying proitrace, their cries for mercy enough to pierce the 
Heavens, while they appeared to be upon the brink of def- 
patr. Some few obtained relic! bef ore day, who have fice 
given evidence of ferious and comiortable exercife. A goodly 
n egee’ who have been admitted to the teble of the Lord 
fince that time, have dated their fi ft deep and abiding con- 
v ett from that feafon, It was 2 night to be had in ever- 
latting remembrance, for which it is hoped many will praife 
God eternally. At this time fome enh to {peak the Jan- 
guage of Canaan with folemn fweet ferenity of mind, and 
in heaven! ly heart- potting accents, 

The divine prefence was alfo manifefted on the aforemen- 
tioned fArft Tuefday - October, at Weft-Liberty, the 
charge of the Rey. James Hughs, in their meeting for con- 
cert prayer, many were affe@ed toward the conclufion of the 
foctal exercife in the evening ; an appointment was made to 

micet nae at candle lighting, when more attended than had 
ben before. Mr. W ylie from Frie Prefbytery, preached a 
fermon; t was indeed a folemn evening, many were much 
engazed and ferioufly exercifed, the pious prefent were much 
—- and revived. “wo or three were this eve ning 
ercifed in the extraordinary manner for the firft time in 
thie place. 

On the Sabbath. followinz, which was the roth day of 
October, 150 25 the Lord’s Supper was adminiftered at Ra- 
coon congregal ion, the charge of the Rev. J ofeph Patterfon. 
Many 4 strended here from Crofs Roads, Three Springs, and 
Croats Opes k, of whom numbers had been exercifed before. 
‘This was 2 bowing time with many. On the Sabbath even- 
in, after public worfhip was concluded, many cried out under 
a fenfe of their wretched condition, lying on the ground un- 
alice to and or fit up ; at ipietan lhohting the y were moved in- 
eo the meeting houfe, and as many as the houfe could contain 
attended to foctal scsi hod preaching throughout the 


nicht. Divine worfhip was alfo carried on a confiderable 
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part of the night at the tent; many new awakenings took 
place through the night, ad the focial exercife continued 
until the public worfhip began on Monday. ‘Through this 
day many more were made to cry out in agony of foul, un- 
able to fit or ftand; fome of them very. notorious in vanity 
and profanity were ftruck to the ground and conftrzined to 
ery out aloud in bitter anguifh of foul, undone! undone ! 
forever undone! Some who were confiderably advanced in 
years were in this fituation, as well as many younger, who 
were Crying for mercy; fome of whom had been ring-leaders 
in wickednefs and impiety, condu€ting with the greateft in- 
folence and contempt. Toward evening the exercife was 
particularly folemn and powertul ; feveral perfons of Racoon 
congregation were at this time awakened, few or none of 
this “congregation had appeared to be awakened before. The 
afembly parted inthe evening to meet at three different 
places, viz. the people of Crofs Creek congregation at Mr. 
Edgar’s, thofe of Crofs Roads at Mr. Riddle’s, and the people 
of Rieoon at their meeting-houfe ;~—this was a night of pe- 
culiar folemnity and power, efpecially at Mr. Edgai’s S, near 
200 perfons met there, the exercifes continued “al night ; 
every perfon, old and young, appeared to be impreffed le efs 
or more, the greater part were proftrate on the floor and 
feats crying for mercy, and in intervals of worfhipmany of them 
ex prefing their extreme fenfe of the dreadtully evil nature 
of fin, and the awful vengeance of Almighty God ready to 
burft forth upon them in an eternal torrent. Some addreficd 
their fellow youths in the moft as ful and alarmi: 1s manner 
— which appeared to produce great diftrels; many 
ere hereby fo .deeply wounde 2 that they became unable to 
a nort under their diftrefs, cried out, and funk down. Some 
wi hohad felt the trongeit prejudices agatnit the failing down 
and crying of others, were fhocked to the centre, and not 
withftanding the nrmeft refolutions, that could be ma, Je 
avaintt fuc h condué ft, they became unable to fupport them. 
leives under the exceeding great weight of th eir diltrefy ; 
waile ochers apprehenfive ‘they were given up of Ged, felt 
the indignation of their hearts rife againft the people of God 
and his work, and at the fame time their judgment and con- 


{cience juttifying God in his configning them to eternal 
woe, 
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not fuficient to contain the people, on which account many 
went away after a ihort fermon, The exercifes of prayer 
and praife, wich frequent exhortations, continued the whole 
night, except two {hort intervals {pent in converfation with 
the diftretisd. “This was a very folemn feafon; the people 
were almott unniverfa'lly bowed, fome’ deeply affeéted sir 
lying proitrace, their cries for mercy enough to pierce the 
Heavens, while they appeared to be upon the brink of def- 
patr. Some few obtained relict bef re day, who have firice 
given evidence of ferious and com/ortable exereife. A goodly 
number who have been admitted to the teble of the Lord 
fince that time, have dated their fii ft deep and abiding con- 
victions from that feafon. It was a night to be had in ever- 
Jatting remembrance, for which it is hoped many will praife 
God eternally. At this time fome began to fpeak the Jan- 
guage of Canaan with folemn {weet ferenity of mind, and 
in heavenly heart-affecting accents. 

The divine prefence was alfo manifefted on the aforemen- 
tioned fArft Tuefday of Odtober, at Weft-Liberty, the 
charge of the Rev. James Huzhs, in their meeting for con- 
cert prayer, many were affe&ed toward the conclufion of the 
foctal exercife in the evening 3 an appointment was made to 

meet again at candle lighting, when more attended than had 
been before. Mr. Wylie from Frie Prefbytery, preached a 
fermon; it was indeed a folemn evening, many were much 
enzazed and ferioufly exercifed, the pious prefent were much 
guickened and revived. “wo or three were this eve ning 


exercifed in the extraordinary manner for the firft time in 
this place. 
On the Sabbath. follawinz, which was the x1oth day of 


OStober, 1802, the Lord’s Supper was adminiftered at Ra- 
n, the charge of the Rev. J feph Patterfon. 
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coon cong! sad. allo 
Many attended here from Crofs Roads, om Springs, and 


Crafts Creek, of whom numbers had been exercifed before. 
‘This was a bs wing time with many. On the Sabbath even- 


ing, after public worlhip was c conclud ‘dy many cried out under 

fenfe of their wretched condition, lying on the ground un- 
able to ftand or fit up; at candle-l; ehting + the y were moved in- 
to the meeting houfe, and as many as the houfe could contain 
attended to focial worfhip tod. preaching throughout the 
ht. Divine worfhip was alfo carried on a confiderable 
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part of the night at the tent; many new awakenings took 
plage through. the night, . the focial exercife continued 
until the public worfhip began on Monday. Through this 
day many more were made to cry out in agony of foul, un- 
able to fit or ftand; fome of them very. notorious in vanity 
and profanity were {truck to the ground and conftrained to 
ery out aloud in bitter anguifh of foul, undone! undone ! 
forever undone! Some who were confiderably advanced in 
years were in this fituation, as well as many yo unger, who 
were Crying for mercy; fome of whom had been ring-leaders 
in wickednefs and impiety, condu€ting with the greateft in- 
fulence and contempt. “Toward evening the exercife was 
particularly folemn and powerful ; feveral perfons of Racoon 
congregation were at this time awakened, few or none of 
his congregation had appeared to be awakened before. The 
alembly parted in “the evening to meet at three different 
sits viz. the people of Crofs Creek congregation at Mr. 
Edgar’s, thofe of Crofs Roads at Mr. Riddle’s, and the people 
of anne at their meeting-houfe ;—this vine a night of pe- 
culiar folemnity and power, anne at Mr. Edgai’s S, near 
200 perfons met there, the exercifes continued “al night s 
every perfon, old and young, appeared to be impreffed lefe 
or more, the greater part were proftrate on the floor and 
feats crying for mercy,and in intervals of worfhipmany of them 
exprefling their extreme fenfe of the dreadfully evil nature 
of fin, and the awful vengeance of Almighty God ready to 
burét forth upon them in an on he torrent. Some addrefizd 
their fellow youths in the moft vful and alarm: une manner 
conceivable, which appeared to pi great diftrels; many 
ere hereby {o deeply wounded that they became usable to 
aport under their diftrefs, cried out, and funk down. Some 
whohad felt the trongeit prejudices againtt the f. ling down 
and crying of others, were fhocked to the centre, and not- 
withftanding the armelt refolutians, that could “an made 
axainit fuc h conduét, they became unable to fupport them. 
lsives under the exceeding great weight of hele diltrefs ; 
a ochers apprehenfive ‘they were given up of God, felt 
ne indignation of their hearts rife againtt the people of Goa 
av his work, and at the fame time their judgment and con- 
fcience juitifving God in his configning them to eternal 
woe, 
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Through the vehemence of their exercifes they apprehended 
a burning ua their breafts, which they confidered as drops of 
divine wra:h Jet into seis fouls, the fire of Hell a already 
kindled in their befoms, for tattes of their eternal portion 5 
fons appeared to obtain relief, and a great number have dat- 
ed the their firft convidtions from this night. “Thus the ex- 
ercifes went on until twelve o’clock the next day, when they 
sap ing the diftrefled returned home, and fome of them de- 
clared Heli-fre to be the ig of their brothers and fiflers, 
faihe rs and mothers, whom they funpofed to be deftitute Of 
an intereft in Chritt, cel pia y_ repentance prevented ; 
this kind of preaching produced tn fome places the mof 
appy cffects. 

At the meeting -houfe of Racoon alfo, the power of God 
was difplayed, Several perions fell, and fome of thefe ex- 
prefled their vicws and fears in a way of prayer, others in 
fyeaking to their fctlaws in agreeablenefs to the fcriptures.— 
The congregation met again on Wednefday, the day was 
foent in exhortations and‘ praver—-the awakened were in 
great diftrefs. After the ditin'ffion when the pecple were 
gone out of tne houfe, and fome of the ciftreiled were car. 
ried cut; a more extenfive awakening toek place; vers 
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funk down unable io fupport under their views of fin and 


ank 
euilts the pecple returned into the mee sting-houfe and conti- 
nued till after midnight. Some appeared to get relief about 
the clefe of this week. 

At Mr. Riddic’s on the Monday evening, the exercifes 
peared to be very dull until 12 o’clock, when the fociety 
was cif a abouttwelve perfons ftayed. After a fhort 
time the power of Ged was manifefte dy and they continucd 


there the moft of the time engaged in religious exercife until 
four wrclock P.M. be store the diftrefied were able to go away, 
they then went about two miles, to where a fociety had 
sen appuinted, which continued until two o’clock the next 
moining., Sermon was appointed at Three ‘Springs; on 
Wednefiay, public worfhip began about 12 o’clock. This 
wes the moft remarkable featon they had ever witneficd ; 
they continued in religious ex cercifes both day ard night until 
two o’clock on F ridav, and then parted with di ficulty. 

la the congregation of the Flats, under the pafteral care 
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ef the Rev. George Seott, a reviving appeared on Dhuri- 
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day the 7th of OSober, 1802, whith was their day of month- 
ly meeting for tocial worfhip. There appeared an unufual 
folemnity through the day. After the fociety was difmiffed, 

the peuple appeared unwilling te leave the place until near 
fun-fetting. An appointment was made to meet again at 
candle-lizhting. Appearances were very dull through the 
wiole exercife. fier difmiffion, a number of young people 
tarvied finging hymns. In this exercife, about a dozen were 
fo {truck as'te caufe them to fit down, and fome of them be- 
gan to cry Confiderably ; but none appeared to be powerlefs, 
On the following Monday, Mir. Scott preached at the-meet- 
ing-houfe. A great number appeared to be exercifed, After 
the difmiffion, near 40 perfons tarried to fing : while engaged 
in this exercife, two perfons began to cry out, and one imme- 
diately loft the power of his Ii nbs. The work then increafed 
to that degree, that ina fhort {pace of time there were but 
five or fix able to take care of the reft. Their principal cry 
was, Hozw long have I rejedted Christ! Hew tong have I em~ 
Siual my hands in bis bet blood! O this wretch d hard 
heart ! beg tite perfon 2 ‘ppeared to receive comfort. Ihe 
exercife continued all night. A perfon who had pose away 
when the fociety was difmifled, and had been under convic~ 
tions, returned next morning to converfe with Mr. Scott, 
while coming, upwards of an hundred yards froth the houfe, 
fhe cried out aiid fell down, The wvorle than began again, 
and numbers more collccted from different quarters; fo that 
they were obl.ged to contiiue on in fociety till Wedaefday 
morning. 

In Mill-Creek, Mr. Scott’s other congregation, the work 
firft appeared on Friday evening the 8th of C&lober. Ata 
fyciety there appeared a great folemnity, and a few were deep- 
ty convicted ; but no: e fell, This appearance continued in 
every fociety, until the’ Fridav evening before the Sacrament 
was adminiitered at the Crofs-Roads, when there was fociety 
in two different places in the congregation. There was con- 

iiderable {erious exercife at both places ; but efpecially one of 
them the Lord vilited remarkably. A confiderable number 
fell down: one of them appeared to obtain relief. 

The Sabbath following, which was the laft Sabbath in Oc- 

tober, the Lord’s Supoer was adminiftered at Crofs-Roads. 
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A great multitude of people colle&ted ; many frem a great 
diftance, accommodated wiih provifions to continue on the 
ground during the whole of the fulemnity. Tbere were 32 
Waggons. On Sabbath day and night there was much rain 
and {now ; yet the people chicfly contirued at the place night 
and day until Tuefday morning. Niné minifters attended, 
‘There was no extraordinary exercife on Saturday until the 
public worfhip was concluded: one fell down fuddenly jut 
when the blefling was pronounced ; and from that time until 
Tuefday morning continuaily fume were affected, and gene- 
rally a great numbets The meeting-houle, though large, be- 
ing infufficient to contain half of the people, the Sacrament 
was adminiftered at the tent to about §$Co communicants, of 
whom 41 were then admitted for the firft time, of the Crefs- 
Roads and Three Springs congregations. “Though there 
was a continual fall of rain, this large aflembly attended with 
undifturbed ‘compofure. In order to aceommodate the mul- 
titude, two action fcrmons were preached. “The ccmmuni- 
cants then removed to the communion table at the tent. A 
great many were affected, and fome had to be affifted to move 
eut. Minitters ftill preached fucceflively in the houfe through- 
out the day. Prayers and exhortations were continucd “all 
night in the meeting-houfe, except at fhort intervals, when a 
{peaker’s voice could not be heard for the cries and groans of 
the diitreffed. On Monday three minifters preached at dif- 
ferent places, one in the houfe, and two out in the encamp- 
ments. This wasa very folemn day, particularly in the houfe, 
After public worfhip was concluded, and the people were pre- 
paring to remove, the fcene was very affe€ting : the houfe was 
thronged full, and when fome of thofe without were about to 
go away, they found that part of their families were in the 
houfe, and fome of them lying in diftrefs, unable to remove. 
This prevented a general removal; and though a number 
went away, the greater part remained, About the time of 
the departure of thofe who went away, the work became more 
powerful than it had been at any time before, and numbers 
who had prepared to go, were conftrained to flay. It wasa 
memorable time of the difplays of divine power and grace 
through the whole night.. Many of the young people were 
remarkably exercifed, and frequently addrcff-d others about 
the perifhing condition they were inthe glories of the Sae 
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viour—-the excellency and fuitablenefs of the plan of falva- 
tion—-and warned, invited and preffed finners to come td 
Chrift ; ail this in a manner quite aftonifhing for their years. 
Numoders of old experienced Cariftians alfo were part:cularly 
exercifed; were much refrefhed and comforted, and affectingly 
recommend:d the Lord Jefus and his religion to thofe arcund 
them. Abwut fun-rife, after a time of folemn, fweet exercites 
the congregation was dif fled, and foon after difperfed. 

Shortly befure this facramental feafon, numbers of the ex— 
ercifed in Crofs-Creek and other congregations, obtained 
fome relief to their-troubled minds, Opportunities were 
taken to converfe with them, and.a number were found to 
have otter eale and obtained hopes which did not appear to 
be well founded. his excited fonie alarm among the pious 
and difcerning, and gave occafion to make the moft careful 
difcrimination between Gonviction and converfie: —a true and 
a falfe peace, when treating the fubject of foul exercife, both 
in public adminiitrations aid private converfation; and to 
guard ayainft error, delufion and enthufiafm. And here we 
mut acknowledge, to the glory of fovereign grace, that God 
owned and blefled feeble attempts of this kind, to rectify the 
miftakes of poor young finners, caught in Satan’s net In 
fome inflances, three or four perfons have on Sabbath even- 
ings, and other occafions, acknowledged their deceptions, and 
blefled God for difeovering to them their error; and their 
convictions returned, and became more rational, deep and 
abiding, and their exercifes more fcriptural. 

The gracious manifeftations which the Lord made of his 
prefence on this precious feafon at the Crofs-Roads, and his 
countenancing the appointment, by awakening many who 
came from diftant congregations, induced to make an ap- 
pointment for the adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper again, 
at Upper Buffalo, on the 2d Sabbath of November, 

{In the interim, the work confiderably increafed where it had 
been, and began in other places, on the return of thofe who 
had been at the Crofs-Roads: of whom many had been-made 
the fubjeéts of the work while there. The fweet favour and the 
power of the Holy Spirit continued with them when they re- 
turned home; and they were made the happy inftruments of 
awakening and engaging others ifi the congregations where 
they dwelt, Dd2 
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On Saturday the 13th cay of November, 1502, a greater 
concourfe of people than bad ever been feen betore at a meet- 
ing fur divine leslie p in this country, affem bled at Upper 
Buffalo me eting-houfe, i in the cungregation of the Rev. John 
Anderfon, and formed an encampu nent in afemi-circle around 
the front of the tent, 'n a fhady wocd. ‘The greater part had 
by this time learngd from experience the nec fiity of coming 
prepared to encamp on the grou! id during the folemnity ; as 
fo many perfous in diftrefs could not be removed to lodgings 
in the evening 5 nor.could fuch a multitude be accomm odate d 
In a net: ghbourhoc od of the met hofpitable inhabitants, taking 
all home to lod; gings. On this occafion it would have required 

500 houfes,,with perhaps 100 or neatly to each houfe. But 
the people have been fo engaged, that they are not di {nofed to 
feparate in the evenings ; therefore many brought wageons, 
(perhaps fifty or ne ar!, ) with their families and provitions : 
with a great number of tents, which they pitched for their ec- 
commodation, The public exercifes of devotion commenced 
at two o’clock, with fermon both in the mecting-houfe and at 
the tent, and were continued, with but fhore intermiMions, 
until Tuefday evening. Fiiteen minilters were prefent, all 
members of the Synod of Pitifburgh, and with cordial harmo- 
ny tock part in the various labours o f the folemn feafort, The 

adminiftration of the word and ordinances was accompanied 
with an extraordinary effufion of divine influences on the 
hearts of the hearers, Some hundreds were, during the fea- 
fon, convinced of their fin and mifery ; many of them funk 
dewn and cried bitterly and inceffantly for {evera! hours. — 

Some fell fudde enly ; fome Joit their ftrength gradually; fome 
Jay quiet and filent ; fome were violently agitated ; and many 
fat fiiently weeping, who were not exercifed with any bedily 
affections. Preaching, exhortations, prayers and praifes were 
contined alternately througho ut the whole night in the mect- 
ing-houfe, which was crowded full, and alfo part of the night 
at the tent. 

There were fome fhort intermiffions, when the found cf the 
cries and groans of the diilrefied was-fo great as quite to 
drown a {peaker’s voice; at which times the minifters and 
others reputed for experience and + 9 in religion, took 
opportunity to converfe with the diftreffed, to difcover the 
caufe and the nature of thefe complaints and cries which 
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pierced their ears and hearts from every quarter of the ofiem- 
bly, and'adminiftered fuch inftructions and counfels cs appear- 
ed to be fuitable to their various cafes. 

Oa the Sabbath morning, action fermons were preachee in 
the meeting-houfe and at tae tent; and after the way was pre- 
pared at both places, the communicants from the houfe re - 
paired to the communion table at the tent, where the koly or- 
dinance was adminiitered to abeut 950 communicants. The 
folemn fcene was condu€ted with as much regularity as ufual, 

and with much folemnity and ene The multitude af 
non-communicants, wh? cou!d not hear at the tent, were call 
ed to the meeting+houfe and to a tha ay grove, where they 
were addreifed by feveral minifters during the adminiftration 
of the ord: nance, 

This night was {pent as the former bed been $ rernacs the 
only difference that appeared, was in the numbers who were 
v ity pierced to the heart, and made to cry out, What fall 
we do? and in the degree of “ eir exercile; both of which 
greatly exceeded thofe of the preced ing night. 

Between midnight and cay-break, cieae a fhort intermif- 
fion of public werfhip, when the congregation nad become 
nearly fi! ent, ane xhortation was given te the diftreffed, di- 
re fing them to Jefus Chrift, and fetting forththe fulnefs of 
his grace, his fuitablenefs to all their wants, &. This was 
Cone coolly and with plainnefs, fuited to inform the mind; 
calmly, without moving tone or melting exprefiions: yet in- 


fead of footh: ing eis forrows, or turning their cries into 


fongs of joy, the very reverfe took p' lace. The fpeaker’ sate 
V fe was drowned | ina  Breatcs ery of eit Frefs than was before 


heard, Hoag appeared to liften with eagernefs to the word — 
of life ; ey ftreve to enter in at the door of hope which free 
5" ace | Feld open; they attempted to can on Chrift Jefus; but 
here they felt their fpiritual blindnefs, hardnefs of heart, unbe- 
lief, enmity, &c. They could not come to Carift, uitless the 
Father who fent him would draw them.—Thefe they felt in 
their inmoft foul, and expreff.d with cries whieh feemed te 
rerd the hslaoud 

Oa Monday the whole aflembly was addrefied by one fpeak- 
er from the tent. They were compofed, folemn and attentive 
during the time of public ar 4 ; but after the blefling was 
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pronounced, many were ftruck down in all parts of the con- 
gregation, and many more fat {ti!l, filently weeping over their 
miferable ftate as finners, expofed to eternal wrath. The 
former could not be removed at onee; and while we waited 
on them the number conftantly increafed: the latter, though 
they bad bodily ftrength fufficient, yet were very unwilling to 
depart. Many of God’s dear children were filled with peace in 
believing, They faw the fpiritual glory which the gracious pre- 
fence of God had given to the folemnity 5 they rejoiced in hope, 
and waited to fee and f-el more of the efficacy of free grace, 
Others, forrowful and thirfing for the water of life, wifhed to 
{tay a little longer at the pool. The minifters therefore de- 
termined not to leave them; but to labour with diligence, 
while Gad was making the word and ordinances effeétual to 
the conviGtion and converfion of finners. Not a few were 
awakened to a lively fenfe of their fin, during the evening and 
night, who have fince, we hope, obtained pardon and peace 
with God through our Lord Jefus Chrift. The exereifes were 
¢ontinued until after fun-rife on ‘Tuefday morning, when the 
aflembly was folemnly difmifled, and began with apparent re- 
luctance to prepare to difperfe. Notwithftanding that they had 
continued fo Jong, and refted little, it appeared to be very dif- 
ficult to feparate and leave the place. After fome time the 
moft removed, <xcept the people of the congregation, who ftill 
tarried lingering at the place where fo much of God’s power 
had been manifefted to their eyes and in their confciences.— 
+ Numbers who had gone home to provide refrefhment fer their 


* friends, returned. Still they could not part. Numbers were 


ftruck down, whom they carried in; and all again collected 
in the meeting-houfe, where this day alfo was fpent till even- 
ing, in preaching, exhortation and prayer. The exercife was 
very powerful, and numbers were affected, who appeared te 
te unmoved before. 


fTo be continued. ] 
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Journal of a Miffienary Tour, kc. 


[ For the Weftern Miffionary Magazine. } 


A JOURNAL 


Of a Tour on a Miffion to the Indians on Sandufey River.— 
Performed by tie Rev. George Scstt, in the year of our Lord 
180 3. 

y £iNG appointed by the Board of Truft of the. Weftern 
B MiMionary Society, on a tour to the Indian inhabitants 
ui Oaudufky, together with Mr. Alexander Matihews, we ac- 
cordingly fet out on Monday the 12:h of Sepiember, 1803, 
and arrived near Sandufky piasins on Saturday the 17:h. 

Sabbath, 18.—We fcarcely knew what was duty. At firft 
we had thoughts of fpending the Sabbath in the wildernefs ; 
but on. further confideration, we thouzht it was muft probables 
that the Indians would be colle&ted this day, by Hampton 
Northorp, the interpreter, in fociety ; and therefore conclud- 
ed that it would be duty for us to ride in, in order that [ might 
preach to them. Accordingly, after imploring the divine 
prefence and bleffing on the miffion, we proceeded on to the 
village, where we arrived a little after the middle of the day. 
On our arrival, we found they had not been collected for fo- 
ciety; but as they all lived contiguous to each other, notice 
was foon given out, and a confiderable number coHected at 
the houfe of one Dirnet ; where, after makinz knowa'to them 
the object of our miffion, IT fpoke to them by way of exhorta- 
tion, conceiving this to be the moft likely met hod to be ufe- 
ful tothem. I endeavoured to point out falicn flate of 
man: that although man at firft was innocent and happy, yet 


he abufed his privilege by breaking covenant with God, and - 


by this he had fallen from his original ftate of innocence and 
happinefs, into a ftate of fia and milery: that all his poiterity, 
of which we were a ett, had fallen in him, as our covenant 
head; in confequence of which we became both guilty and 
jinful. This not only the fcriptures, but woful experience 

abundantly taught us. That ia order to refcue us from this 
ftate of fin and mifery, God fent his own fon, Jefus Chrift, to 
fatisfy the law which we had broken, and endure its penalties 
in our room and ftead; that this whole plan was accom plifhed 


in the obedience and death of this our fursty; that having ri~ 
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fen from the dead, he was now feated at the right hand of God 
the Father, to make interceflion for his people, and to make 
reconciliation between God and offending mi an; that in order 
to obtain this reconciliation, it «was ablolutely necefiary for us 
to believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to accept of him on 
the terms of the cofpel 5 which serene | endeavoured to ex- 
plain unto them, hein ur ge d them to a compliance with. thefe 
terms, fhewing them that for this intent I was fent untothem, 
and through a kind hand of Providence hed now arrived, that 
I might found the invitation of the gofpel in their ears. -] 
then ‘invited them to attend with us to-morrow at this place,” 
and I would fpeak further on the fabjcct. We then parted 
with them, and repaifed to the houfe of Mis. Whitaker for 
lodging. Y 

Monday, 19.—Early this morning young Barnet, an In- 
Gian, at ice houfe I had preached vefterday, and who had 
been for fome time under conviction, came to our lodging to 
converfe with us. He defired the interpreter to inform me, 
that he wifhed to hear more of thofe things which I had taught 
him yefterday,. Accordingly I converf od with him, by the in- 
perpretsy, at confiderable length, concerning the fallen ftate of 
man, the nature of the divine Faw, and the evil nature of fins 
then pointed out to him the way of falvatios through Chrift. 
In this I endeavoured to fhew him the way in which the Spi- 
rit of God ufually brought the foul to convi€tion, and ftated 
the evidences by which we might come to know if we were 
born again. He then informed me that he had been for a con- 
fiderable time under deep conviions. On myerguiring ine 
to the nature of his convictions, he informed me that the firft 
ferious impreffion that ftruck ‘hin was a conviction of the 
great evil of drunkennefs and dancing; that through the means 
of Hampton Northorp and the miffionaries that were fent a- 
mong them, he came to fee an evil in praying for the dead ; 
and that on the laft fummer paft, he had come to find that he 
had a very wicked, proud, deceitful heart, which was now the 
great-{t and principal caufe of his diftrefs. He faid he was 
under great temptations to conceal his fentiments on religion 
from his father’s family and the other Indians, becaufe they 
laughed at him. He wifhed very ardently that the Indians 
would accept of the gofpel, and get a minifter to fettle among 
them. He likewile declared, that if ever a council fhould be 
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called for this purpofs, if the chiefs refufed, fh was determined 
to {peak to them publicly ; though this was contrary to their 
law and cuftom. After worftiip we weutup tothe tows, where 
wntrdaren! 1 q h 
a confiderabie number were coilected, and I preached to them 
on the parable of the great fupper: in which | fhewed them 
that by the man that made the fupper, was meant God .bim- 
felf; that by the fupper was meant the benefits and provifjong 
of the gofpel, &c. that finners, like thofe in the parable, were. 
prone to excufe themfelvés, but that their excufes weré all of 
atrifling nature, &c, that if fome rej-cted, Gad fent to others; 
that he commanded his fervants to go to the hedges, &c. to 
the wild and uncultiva ate d in the wildernefs, and to ufe every 
argument and motive in their power to perfuade the poor fa- 


vazes, as well as others, to come and accept of the gofpel, and: 


whatever their crimes might have been, they fhould find ac- 
ceptance in Chrift. I endeavoured to pout out the way in 
which they fhould come in; and then {hewed that thofe who 


refufed to accept of the Lord J. - Chrift on thetterms of the 
gofpel, fhould never tafte of this fupper; that thev never 


fhould tafte that fweetnefs in life which the believer enjoyed; 
that death would be the king of terrors to ‘uch ; and that they 
could not meet with that crim meflenger with the fame plea- 
{ure as ee bellenae, who hada well-grounded affurance of 
peace and reconciliation with Ged ; that after death, thofe whe 
came in at the call thould feaft with God in Heaven forever, 
&c. whereas thofe who rejected the overtures of mercy, and 
fii nally died impenitent, fhould never tafte of the jovs of the 
heavenly world, but fhould be caft out into utter darknefs, &c. 
I then informed them that our Prefbyterian bedy had, out of 
pity to them, fent me, and I had now, through the hind carey 
and | hoped with the approbation of Heaven, come to invite 
them, according to this folemn command of Chrift, to come 
and partake of thefe rich Pietiings of the go!pe!.—T here was 
a folemn attentioa given during the di (courte, and I thought 
fome appeared fecling. We then appointed, and requciad 
them'to meet with us again at the houfe of Mrs, Whitakeren 
Thurfday next. ° After fermon we foent fome time with them 
in conver{ation, in wiich they difcovered a great deal of friend- 
fhip, and a confiderable degree of politenefs in their own way, 
In the evening we returned to our lodging. 
Tuefday, 20.—This morning Hampton Northorp, our in- 
terpreter, came to our lodging aad informed us that the hunt. 
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ers had arrived at the villaze laft night and held a great feaft, 
for which they had roafted four large bucks ; that they intend- 
ed to roaft a number more to-day, and that to-morrow they 
intended a dance. All this, I am in'ormed, is by way of thank{- 
giving totheir Deity. Suchis the wretched biindnefs and fuper- 
itition that abounds among thefe poor favages. In theafternoon 
I went, accompanied by Mr. Matthews and ‘Hampton Northorp, 
about two miles down the river, to a {mall town inhabited by 
a number of the Mohawk Indians. Wath them we {pent the 
afternoon in converfation about the great concerns of religion, 
to which they feemed to give the greateft attention. We then 
propofed taking fome of their children with us, to give them 
education, to which prop. fal they promifed to give us an an- 
{wer en Thurfday. We then took our leave of them, and re- 
turned to our Judging. 

Wednefday, 21.—This morning Meffrs. Matthews and 
Northorp went about twelve miles up the river, to fee an In- 
dian of the Seneca nation, who hed promifed to fend his fon 
to fchool. While they were gone, a number of Indians came 
to our lodging; but having no interpreter, I could not con ~ 
verfe with them. Ia the evening Mr. Matthews and the in- 
teroreter, Hampton Northorp, returned, and informed me that 
the old Seneca would have fent his fon, but his wife thought 
he was too voung. (The child was juft turned of two years 
of aze.) Hs father however, with the confent of his wife, 
promifed to bring him in next {pring.— They likewife inform- 
ed me, that young Barnet, of whom mention has already been 
mad>, had fet off to Upper Sandufky, to get his fon, in order 
to bri ing him in to receive an education. (His child is be- 
tween four and five years of age.) He rapesied to be at my 
houfe in about three weeks. 

Thuriday, 22.—This day a number of Indians colleéted at 
our lodging from both villages, and I preached to them from 
Aéts xvii. 30, 31. in treating of which I endeavoured to ex- 
plain to them the nature of repentance; then peinted out the 
reafonablenefs and neceffity of it—ift. From the nature of fin 
itfel —24. From the confideration, that repentance was necefla- 
ry to make us happy ; that fin has a native tendency to mifery, 
but repentance naturally led to hclinefs, which was a princi- 
pal inzredient of happinefs, Cm 31. [t was neceflary becaufe 
God had appointed a day in which he ‘would judge the world 
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in righteoufnefs, by that man which he had ordained, &c.— 
Then concluded by urging them to this neceflary and iapor- 
tant duty. During the ditcourfe, a ftri@ aiteniion wes pac, 
and fome of them appea.ed under confiderable impreffions, 
After fermon we had fome con‘erence with them, cunce ning 
fending their children in to fchool ; when a certain Efther, a 
widow of the Mohawk nation, confented to fend her fon, whofe 
naine was Ifaac, a young lad of about feventeen years of age; 
and another yeung man of the fame nation, named Peter, con- 
feated to zo. One of the chiefs of the Wyand-ts, whofe 
name was Long Houfe, tarried with us til] near fun-fet, with 
whom we had fome converfation. Before he Jefi us he made 
a fhort {peech, in which he thanked us for coming to fee them, 
and to explain to them the fcriptures, of whic they were ig- 
norant. He alfo thanked the Prefbyterian body for fending 
us to them; and exoprefied his thankfulnefs to the Great Fa- 
ther above, for conduéting us fate through the wildernefs to 
fhew them the way of life, as they had great need of inftruc- 
tion. We then fhook hands with him in token of friendfhip, 
according to their cuf%om, and he returned home. 

Friday, 23.—This morning our interpreter, Hampton 
Northorp, left us, and went to Detroit on bufinefs for’ Mrs. 
Whitaker and for the Indians; and as we were now left with- 
cut an interpreter, we confidered it in vain for us to tarry 
anv longer here. We therefore determined to fet out for home 
e1 to-morrow morning, if God fhould ‘pare us. 

Saturday, 24.—-Set out this morning for home, acc@mpa- 
nied with the two young Indians whom I have bsfore men- 
tioned, Encamped this evening at Pipe creek, about the mid- 
dle of the plains. Here we loft our horfes ; and after fpend- 
ing the Sabbath in the wildernefs, we were obiiged to travel 
home en foot. We arrived at the mouth of Cuyahaga on 
Thurfday 29'h, and on Saturday, Odtober 1, we arrived in 
the town of Ravenna, iny New-Connecticut referve, Here 
we {pent Sabbath 2d, where | preached to a final! fociety col- 
lected for that purpofe. 

Monday, 3d.—We fet out again, and after much fatigue 
we arived at home on Wednetday the sth. 

Thus through a kind hand of Providence we were brought 
in fafety to our friends, through great fatigues and difficulties, 
in which we were obliged to travel on foot upwards of 200 
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miles, and nearly one half of the way almoft without provi- 
fion, except what we fhotin the woods; yét. our health was 
preferve d, and no accident befel usin the ‘way worthy of 
meniion, except the lofs of our horfes: bug this lofs wes fully 
compenfatcd by t the pleafing profpectof aoor being opened 
for the prepagation of the gofpel_ among the poor fav ages of 
the wildernefs. The profpect indeed, from. every thing I 
could o bfe rve, was exceeding flattering. We were cordially 
received, and escnld in the moft friendly manner while among 
them ; and on every ocecafion or opportunity I had'to preach 
to them, there appeared to be more or lefs impreflions. .Ffom 
what I could obferve, I have not the leaft doubt of the gofpel 
being received by them if a ftanding miffien were eltablifhed ; 
proyided that miffion be conduéted with prudence and Caution. 
The deft method of'conducting a miffion, or that which ap- 
peared to me to be moft likely to accomplifh the great end 
of gofpelizing thefe people, would be the following, viz. 

ft. Let a srudent, faichful minifter be appoint: d as a ftand- 
ing miffionary, and-his refidence to-be on Sandufky river. 

ni Let money be advanced to build him an houte to dwell in. 

Let a permit be obtained from the Pretident, for him 

to sid on the land referved to the United States on the San- 
difky rivers 

ath. Let faid miffionary attend to the inftruCtion of the 
children of fuch as would wifh to promote orfavour children’s 
education. 

sth. Let him preach at his own houfe on Sabbath days, and 
at fuch times-as he fhall deem neceflary, and the Indians will 
con{tan tly attend, 

If this method could be fallen into, I have no doubt but by 
the blefiing of God, thefe poor favages, or numbers of them, 


would foon be added to the church. 
GEORGE SCOTT. 











LETTER 
TO TWO YOUNG LADIES, 


Mfrs. Editors of the Conne@icut Evangelical Magazine, 
THE foilewing letter, with very little ¢ rrectiom, was fent to ‘wo young 
women, profefl irs of resigion in one of the towns lately vifited with the Ho- 
ly Spirit in a revival of reiigion. The author had no theught of making it 
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aang but having read a copy of it to fome pious and judicious friends, a 
few days after it was fent, hé was unexpeetediy requetted to fend it to you; 
and now {ubmits it to your judgment, whether it hhali have a p.ace in your 
ulefui publication. 


MIKROS. 
Dear LapIiEs, 

TRUST you will do me the juftice to believe that this 

letter is dictated by an affe€tion for you, as well as a zeal 
forthe honour of Chrift. [have this moment heard that both 
of you have been left to do that which I am confident has 
wounded the peace of your minds. [I pity you. I am forry 
you thould have. fo little refolution, as to be unable to deny 
yourfelves the gratification of attending a ball. But Lam 
perfuaded I do you injuitice, in fuppofing it was’a gratifica- 
.tiom Yet fo much you are fenfible is true, that you had not 
fortitude to deny. thofe who infifted upon it. Ido not bélieve 
it was a pleafure to you. You then wifhed oe at 
home. You have fecretly lamented it eVer fince. I believe 
you have often reflected how it muft grieve the scale of 
God; whom'I truft you ftill love—how it gives the enemies 
of the gracious work of Ged among us, a fad occafion to tris 
umph. I prefume it now grieves you to think that they will 
fay, fee, the converts ate no better than the reft 6f us; two of 
them have joinedus already ; they.will all feon be as they ufed 
to be. You feel at a diftance from theother hopeful converts: 
7 are afraid ta be intimate, and you do not mect them with 

e fame pieafure as you ufed to before: you look upon them 
as 5 jealous of you, and you fear they will reprove "you. You 
wonder at yourfelves, You “ie how you felt a year ago, 
when nothing would have tempted you te have done this. I 
am afraid you will alfo aveid me. You have fince that fad 
evening, thoughtamhundred times bow I warned you, and 
afked you “ how Cariftians mingling in all the gaictics of the 
world, appeared to you,” Onc of yOu Was at a meeting of 
fome ferious people-of fateyand heard me warn ycu of this ve- 
ry fnare in whieh you have been fo foon taken, and you are 
afraid I fhall reproach you for it, if 1 fhould have an opportu- 
nity to fpeak with you. “But you need not fear me. Put ‘the 
fame confidence i in meas you ever did. I feel too much for 


you to have in. my, heart toreproacn you. I have already | 


prayed for you. Iho ope God has already given you graces fou 
lemnly to repent of ity and refolve againtt it for the future ; 
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and to pray, that.-he wou'd enable you hereafter to ftand firm 
azintt all the enticemse ts and .idicule of the enemies to Gud 
and your peace. I will be as a father to you. 1 hope you 
will no more be fo caught in the fares of the evil one, and 
then [ will never mention a word to you on this fubjedt, un- 
lefs you choofe to talk with me upon it; but will place conf- 
dence in you ftill. 

One thing which I believe now troubles you, is the con« 
cern how you ihail keep from being led into the fame evil 
avain. You fay to yourfelves,O that we had not then yield- 
ed ; but we have begun, and now how can we refute to go on. 
You are re ady to hope that you fhall not again be enticed : 
you mean to avoid, if you can, any opportunity to be urged 
again. but it is now too late for fuch an h. pe: you will be 
urged more than ever: you cannot avoid it; and if you will 
not comply, you will be reproached fur what you have now 
done. And the other youth who, we hope, became the peo-~ 
ple of God of late, will be urged too, and your example will 
be plead, to prevail on them to bring themfelves into the fame 
forrow which you have now felt. Alas ! how it has feparated 
you from the fweet and refrefhing communion, which I truft 
you have had with God. 1 hope you defire and pray, that o- 
thers may not fuffer the fame grief. 

But I believe you are now ready to afk me, how fhall we 
extricate ourfelves from this fnare ; You with for affectionate 
advice,and | am certain that I am affeétionate, and fhall efteem 
it a great happinefs to affift you. If you undertake, through 
a little pride, to juftify and excufe your condu@, you ean find 
ten thoufand who will take your part; but you will belie the 
feelings of your own hearts. Will this help you out of the 
{fnare? No. If you partly fet the church and their feelings at 
defiance, will this give you refrefhment and fatisfa&tion? No. 
I truft vou love them, and with to be on terms of the greateft 
a ence and friendfhip with them, and have their affection- 

te love. But if any one fpcaks to you about the paft, and 
ve fhould frankly confefs guilty to all fuch, and own-that you 
are forry, and that you hope you fhall never be left to repeat 
fuch conduct, will not this break the {nare, and give you peace 
of mind? If you wifh to amend, do not avoid your Chriftian 
shites'and friends. Vii ditt, - 16 they do not begin with 
you about this matter, do you begin with them. Do not ate 
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tempt to excufe it; but freely teil them your real feelings on 
the fubject. Wall not this fo reftore you to confidence with 
them, that you will love their company as much as ever ?— 
But if you continue to attend balls, I need not tell you, that 
you will foon entirely lofe the confidence of this church. 

God has left you to fee your own weaknefs. Now then put your 
truft in him. He can give you grace to do every thing. Weare 
feeble creatures; {nares and temptations are thick around us; we 
have need of God tofupport us, and bleffed be his name, we may 
have his f{upport. O how much do we owe him, for all his long 
fuffering and mercy! With what purity fhould we ferve him! 
With what care fhould we imitate Jcius, deny ourfelves every 
worldly luft, and live foberly, righteoufly and godly in this pre- 
fentevil world. Hethat is afhamed of Chrift, in this evil and as 
dulterous generation, of himfha!] the Son of Man be afhamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with his holy angels. 

I am yours affectionately, &c. 








POETRY. 


[ From the Conne@icut Evangelical Magazine. ] 
The DYING CHRISTIAN, 


I. Y eyes are now clofing to reft ; 
My body muft foon be remov’d ; 
And mould’ring, lie buried in duft ; 
No more to be envied or lov’d. 
2. O happy ! thrice happy exchange ! 
My Saviour, with eyes full of love, 
Now beckons me—foon I fhall range 
The fields of bright glory above, 
3. O break off thefe fetters of clay ! 
I long to be freed from this load ; 
Lord Jefus, I mourn thy delay, 
Impatient to be with my God. 
4. Each moment feems ling’ring and flow, 
While far from my home | muft ftay.! 
I long for thofe pleafures that flow 
Unceafing in regions of day. 
5. Ah! what is this drawing my breath, 
And ftealing my fenfes away ? 
O tell me, my foul, is it death, Te 
Releafing thee kindly from clay ? 
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6. Now mounting, I foon fhali ceicry 
Yue regions of pieafure ana love; 
My {pirit triumphing fhall fy, 
And dwell with my Saviour above. 
7. No more to be iempted by fin ; 
No longer by Satan be vex’d ; 
My confcience is peaceful within, 
And is by no paifien perplex’d, 
8: Now {pceuily walicd on wing, 
Tais world in a moment I leave: 
O death, where is now thy fam’d fting? 
And where is thy vidi’ry, O grave? 
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‘ The DYiNG SINNER. 
1.O! WHAT is this rending my breath, 
And wreaking my {pirit away! 
©! teil me, my foul, is 1t death! 
[ muft, though reluctant, obey. 
z. Grim death 1, which I once did defy, 
‘With horror now feizes my frame! 
Now comes the fad moment to die, 
And launch into torture and flame! 
-QO! 'engthen my dwelling with clay, 
That t for my fins may "tatnedtt ' ; 
Lord Jefus, prolong the delay, 
Ana give me thy grace to repent. 
4, Alas! ’as in vain that I fue, 
For favour or mercy at lait ! 
Damnation is now my juft cue! 
All hopes of forgivenefs are paft ! 
5. Unhappieft hour of my days! 
But from it repriev’d Lcan’t be! 
Now paftis the day of my grace— 
What torments referv’d are for me} 
6. My confcience torments me within, 
And ne’er will again be at peace ! 
las! the dire wages of fin! 
Buc now I can have no releafe. 
7-O} what would I give for the peace 
The righteous enjoys in his death! 
My woes th: ‘ begin when I ceafe 
To draw the laft heavings of breath. 
$. Now launching, I foon fhall be tof 
To regions of endlefs defpair! 
And to the leaft hope fhall be lof—— 
Be tortured eternadly there! 





